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Introduction
The purpose of this report and accompanying PowerPoint presentation is to document the history
and architecture of the Maple Street Neighborhood. The effort was requested by the New
Hampshire Division of Historic Resources (NHDHR) as mitigation for the proposed demolition
of two older, potentially historic homes at 12 and 16 Tracy Street. The developer, Twin Pines
Housing Trust, the New Hampshire Housing Finance Agency, and the New Hampshire State
Historic Preservation Officer agreed in an MOA:
“1.Twin Pines will hire an Architectural Historian qualified under 36 CFR 61 to prepare and
present a PowerPoint on the architectural, developmental, and public history of the Maple Street
Neighborhood as part of the City's master planning efforts for West Lebanon. Tasks to develop
the PowerPoint include reviewing existing materials at the NHSHPO, gathering historic maps
and local histories, and discussions with residents to create a full story of the neighborhood. The
PowerPoint will be rich with both historic and modem-day photographs. The PowerPoint will be
presented by the Architectural Historian at a public meeting hosted by the City in the West
Lebanon community in order to gain as much public involvement as possible. The PowerPoint
will be provided to the City of Lebanon and NHSHPO for review and comment at least 30 days
prior to the presentation. A final digital and hard copy will be submitted to the City and the
NHSHPO for their records.
2. The information gathered during Task I will be pulled together in written form to provide a
study of the Maple Street Neighborhood. A written report will be prepared that will include a
contextual discussion focusing on the relationship between the buildings and their inhabitants
(owners and renters) through time by the use of deed research, historic maps, historic
photographs and other primary research materials (see above). It will also include a brief
architectural context in which to place the buildings on the block. Accompanying the written
report, the study will include digital photos (according to NHDHR photo policy), a photograph
location map and site plan; and historic maps and historic photographs (if available). Twin
Pines LLC will submit the study in draft form to the SHPO for a 30 day review. The final
documentation will be submitted to SHPO in hard copy (unbound), with a copy provided to the
City of Lebanon.”
Twin Pines hired the author, Historic Preservation Consultant Lyssa Papazian to prepare the
PowerPoint and report. The PowerPoint was completed in December of 2018 and reviewed by
the NHSHPO, Twin Pines and the City. The public presentation is scheduled to coincide with
another public event of the Heritage Commission of the City of Lebanon in June 2019.
About the Author
Historic Preservation Consultant, Lyssa Papazian, meets the qualification standards of the
National Park Service (36 CFR Part 61) for architectural historian and historic preservation
professional. She has 27 years of professional experience in the field and is currently included on
the pre-approved lists of historic preservation consultants by the Vermont Division for Historic
Preservation, New Hampshire Division of Historic Resources, Vermont Agency of Commerce
and Community Development, Vermont Agency of Transportation, and the Preservation Trust of
Vermont.
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Previous Studies
West Lebanon was studied in 1997 by a team of architectural historians who created a detailed
survey of most of the buildings throughout the area including the Maple Street Neighborhood.
More recently in 2016 West Lebanon was documented in a Modified City-wide Survey of
Historic Resources in the City of Lebanon that identified the Maple Street Neighborhood as a
potential historic district.
As described in the 2016 Survey, West Lebanon is a densely developed town center along the
Connecticut River which plays a dominant role in the character and history of the area. It is
bordered on the west by the Connecticut River and Vermont and on the east by several hills
(Crafts Hill, Mt. Lebanon, Seminary Hill) on which the residential growth of the 19th and 20th
centuries was concentrated. This was and is a major crossroads and so the two primary roads –
Main Street (South/Route 12A & North/ Route10 and originally established as the White River
Turnpike) and Seminary Hill (Route 4 and originally the 4th New Hampshire Turnpike) are still
very important. The river crossings of the railroad and the Route 4 bridge (Bridge Street) are also
very important. Development and commerce concentrated along these major streets from the 18th
century through today. The Westboro Railroad Yard, located near the Seminary Hill/Main Street
intersection, and which once played such a crucial role in the development and daily life of this
area, is now in ruins and largely invisible to the main streets.
The 2016 Survey described the four main subsections or neighborhoods of West Lebanon:
Downtown West Lebanon Neighborhood
Downtown West Lebanon is centered on South Main Street, Main Street, and North Main Street
and also includes Atwood Avenue, Bridge Street, Central Avenue, Church Street West,
Commercial Drive, and Railroad Avenue and Tracy Street.
Within the Downtown West Lebanon section is the commercial core with detached commercial
buildings that are often residential in scale or origin clustered on Main Street between Seminary
Hill and Bridge Street. The library, fire station, and former library are located here. South of the
downtown core is the South Main Street area with moderately dense residential development.
South Main Street, once called Mill Street, extends south from Seminary Hill sandwiched
between the Connecticut River and the bed of the Northern Railroad. It is a residential
neighborhood comprised of groups of closely spaced buildings from the mid-nineteenth to early
twentieth centuries with typical alterations.
West of both South Main Street and Main Street is the Westboro Rail Yard. The rail yard is a 15acre property including 6 remaining resources, most of which are in a state of ruin with no roofs.
These include the engine house, apparently infilled turntable pit, smokestack, sand house, and
bunk house as well as a railroad tenement and the former depot that lie outside the present rail
yard property and are privately owned.
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Seminary Hill Neighborhood
The Seminary Hill neighborhood is centered on Seminary Hill and also includes Aldrich Avenue,
Armstrong Avenue, Batchelder Avenue, Birch Terrace, Carlton Drive, Crawford Avenue, Elm
Street West, Part of Farman Avenue, Floyd Avenue, Hathorne Avenue, Hitchcock Avenue,
Johnson Avenue, Jones Avenue, part of Old Pine Tree Cemetery Road, Powers Street, Tenley
Drive, and Whitcomb Avenue.
Adjacent to the Seminary Hill Neighborhood are also the discrete developments of Cottage
Circle, and Westboro Woods.
The Seminary Hill neighborhood is a linear residential neighborhood focused on the early
Seminary Hill/4th New Hampshire Turnpike that descends the large hill from the central village
and Miracle Mile to the east. The oldest houses in the neighborhood are found on this street and
also on Elm Street West coming off it to the south. The area developed later in the 19th and 20th
centuries with the construction of short streets coming off Seminary Hill to the north and south
and parallel with the hill. The neighborhood has primarily detached single and multi-family
homes that were developed primarily in the late 19th and through the 20th century. The area
includes a modern church (1970 West Lebanon Baptist Church, 114 Seminary Hill), a school – c.
1856/1940 Seminary Hill School at 20 Seminary Hill, the Dana House (c.1765 on Elm Street
West), and Lebanon’s oldest cemetery – Old Pine Tree.
Maple Street Neighborhood
Maple Street neighborhood is centered on Maple Street and also includes Dana Street, Part of
Farman Avenue, Green Street West, Highland Avenue, Mack Avenue, part of North Main Street,
Orcutt Avenue, Pasture Lane, Pearl Street, Pine Tree Lane, Pleasant Street, Prospect Street,
Spring Street West, Timothy Avenue, Thomas Avenue, Winter Street West, and White Avenue.
Adjacent to the Maple Street Neighborhood are the discrete developments of Estabrook Circle,
Village Green, Meadowbrook Village, Pasture Lane, and the Apple Blossom Area
The Maple Street neighborhood is a fairly dense residential neighborhood with detached single
and multi-family homes that were developed primarily in the later 19th century. The area includes
churches (West Lebanon Congregational, 18 Maple Street; Olivet Baptist Church, 44 Maple
Street, the former Holy Redeemer Catholic Church at 38 Maple Street; and the Providence
Presbyterian – formerly a Seventh Day Adventist Church at 99 Maple Street), a public school Mt Lebanon Elementary at 5 White Avenue and the former Seventh Day Adventist school (now
a residence) at 101 Maple Street.
Crafts Avenue Neighborhood
The Crafts Avenue neighborhood is centered on Crafts Avenue and also includes Beyerle Street,
Chandler Street, and part of North Main Street.
The Crafts Avenue neighborhood was an intentional subdivision and development and includes
46 properties. It is a fairly dense residential neighborhood with detached single and multi-family
homes that were developed primarily between 1890 and the early 1960s. There are sidewalks in
places and large street trees on Crafts Avenue.
5

Potential Historic Resources
The 2016 Survey identified several potential historic districts:
• Crafts Avenue Neighborhood 1892 – 1964 (#1 in purple)
• Estabrook Circle Historic District, c. 1945 – 1955 (#2 in blue)
• Maple Street Neighborhood, c. 1850 – c. 1940 (#3 in green)
• Seminary Hill Historic District, c. 1840 – 1940 (#4 in orange)

The map at left is
from the 2016 Survey
and is an annotated,
modified version of
the 1997 survey map.
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Maple Street Historic Neighborhood
Based on the current architectural integrity and history of the broader neighborhood identified in
the 2016 survey, the potentially historic Maple Street Neighborhood includes:
Maple Street, Pearl Street, Pleasant Street, Prospect Street West and parts of Central Street, and
Dana Street, Highland Avenue, and Tracy Street
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The Maple Street Historic neighborhood is a collection of housing & institutions built between
c.1850 & c.1940 which represents the second major period of West Lebanon development.
Although there are a few Greek Revival Style houses from the 1840s and 1850s as well as the
1848 Greek Revival West Lebanon Congregational Church designed by Moses Wood, the
neighborhood really developed after the 1850 opening of the West Lebanon railroad hub. The
single family and duplex houses were built in response to the need for middle class housing for
the many professionals, skilled employees, and business people that were part of the new local
railroad economy.

Why were the homes of the neighborhood built?
• Growth of railroad hub in West Lebanon and White River Junction (VT)
1850s to 1920
• West Lebanon transformed from rural village to urban transportation hub
• Emergence of middle class: railroad engineers, yard managers, small
business owners, etc. could afford to own a home.
Why are they important?
• Architectural styles of America’s new middle class are well represented
including Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Bungalow, Craftsman, Suburban
Ranch
• The distinctive, tree-lined streetscape of unique, modest, houses, set back on
generous lots characterizes the story of 19th and early 20th century suburban
development in New Hampshire.
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The Transformation of West Lebanon from village to urban center:
1850-1960
PRE-RAILROAD
• 1797 bridge to Vermont established important economic connection with White
River Junction
• Important crossroads of the White River and 4th New Hampshire Turnpikes: The
Dana Tavern anchored the sheep farming hamlet of W. Lebanon
• Early W. Lebanon industries include water-powered mills: W. Lebanon Mfg.
woolen factory and grist, saw and cotton mills
• The Maple Street Neighborhood area is primarily occupied by farms and woods on
the hillier sections anchored by an early cemetery
POST-RAILROAD
• 1848 construction of railroad, W. Lebanon roundhouse and RR bridge over
Connecticut River
• 1855 establishment of “Butmanville” mills in southern part of W. Lebanon
• Railroad became W. Lebanon’s most important industry:
• Population growth and Main Street development transformed farmland to shops
and housing
• Rental housing in Railyard tenements, Maple Street etc, also some single family
homes
• Post-Civil war expansion results in more subdivision of older estates like the Dana,
Crafts, Sartwell, and Estabrook Farms
• George Beyerle lays out Crafts Avenue neighborhood in 1892 & Maple Street &
Pleasant Street fill out
• Infill residential development and new neighborhoods continue to be built into
1960s
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Historical Background of West Lebanon 1
Introduction
Two broad time periods reflect the patterns of history in West Lebanon: Early settlement to
1848, and 1848 to the present. These two periods are defined by the significant date of 1848 when the Northern Railroad (later the Boston and Maine Railroad) came to Lebanon. The first
period represents the town before the arrival of the railroad, when it was a quiet farming
community, but also was associated with early mill settlement on the Mascoma River just south
of West Lebanon village. The second period is a boom period of growth and development after
the railroad arrived and opened up this area of the state to commerce, trade, and an influx of
railroad workers and their families.
In general, growth and development occurred from south to north in West Lebanon. The earliest
settlement was located in the rich farmland of the intervale along the Mascoma River where the
Powerhouse Mall now stands. Next, a crossroads village grew up at the junction of the Fourth
New Hampshire and White River Turnpikes, between Seminary Hill and Bridge Street. Bridge
Street extended from the 1802 turnpike bridge over the Connecticut River connecting Lebanon to
Hartford, Vermont where trade occurred early via river traffic to Lyman’s Landing in what later
became White River Junction, Vermont.
Finally, during the post 1848 period, a boom of residential growth continued into the middle of
the 20th century. New housing infilled vacant lots between Seminary Hill and Bridge Streets and
spread northerly and easterly along extensions of existing streets such as Maple and Dana, and
new streets such as Crafts Avenue and Highland Avenue were laid out, resulting in a welldeveloped residential grid by the 1920s.
Early Settlement to 1848
During the first period when West Lebanon was a crossroads farming village, small diversified
farms dotted the east bank of the Connecticut River. Among the earliest settlers was Jonathan
Dana, the first owner of a mill site on the Mascoma River, where the Powerhouse Mall now
stands. Dana's house, believed to have been built in 1765 by his father, formerly occupied a 100
acre parcel of land along the Connecticut River between West Lebanon village and the mill site.
The intact cape type house was moved in the 1990s to its current site on Elm Street West off
Seminary Hill. Also during the early period, sheep farmer, Roswell Sartwell, owned a cotton and
wool factory called the West Lebanon Manufacturing Company, and lived in one of the earliest
extant structures in the West Lebanon Survey area, the c. 1840 vernacular Federal/Greek Revival
style farmhouse with attached barn at 105 North Main Street. Other extant structures associated
with early milling activities dating from the pre-railroad days in West Lebanon are two
vernacular dwellings at 15 and 23-25 Tracy Street, which appear to date from the late 1840s (or
early 1850s), and apparently were owned by Joseph Wood Jr., who had a mill on the Mascoma
River, and Samuel Bickford, owner of a machine shop. Among the significant Greek Revival
houses dating from the mid-nineteenth century that may predate the railroad are the classic
cottage at 3 Seminary Hill, and the two well-articulated 2-story houses at 22 and 26 Maple

1

Historical Background section was adapted from the Survey Report of the 1997 Historic Resource Survey of West
Lebanon Area by Liz Pritchett Associates with additional sources.
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Street. South Main Street also includes some pre-railroad houses that may relate to milling
activity on the Mascoma.
1848 To the Present
When the Northern Railroad (later the Boston & Maine) arrived in 1848, West Lebanon was the
end of the line for this railroad. The same year a railroad bridge was completed to White River
Junction in Vermont, itself an important railroad junction just across the Connecticut. West
Lebanon would soon change from a modest, agricultural and commercial center to a magnet for
industry and manufacturing. Along the bank of the river a thriving rail yard emerged with a stone
round house, passenger depot, sidings to the west, and cattle pens to the north. Main Street
developed into a prosperous commercial center just east of the yards. The railroad carried
passengers and freight. Twice daily trains departed south to Concord, two more northward to
Vermont. Freight hauling consisted mainly of lumber, grain, paper products and livestock.
After 1850 the railroad became the town's
primary employer. West Lebanon had more
railroad workers than Lebanon and East
Lebanon (Mascoma) combined. To meet the
housing needs of the workers, the company
built tenements in the rail yard itself. By 1860,
six buildings were constructed. Only one,
known as the “east tenement” and dated c.
1850 in surveys of the Westboro complex,
appears to be extant at 16 Railroad Avenue,
north of the rail yard. It is still used as multiunit residential and shares first floor space
with a laundromat and other commercial
venture. Two others once existed on or near
Railroad Avenue but have been removed.
There were also three, now gone, at the south
end of the yard by the bunk house. A popular
but unproven story tells that these tenements
served as barracks for Union soldiers on the
way to the front during the Civil War.
In 1964, passenger service ended for the
Boston & Maine. Freight service declined to
only two trains a day in the early 1970s. The
Westboro yard was abandoned by the B & M
in the late 1970s.

1860 Walling Map of West Lebanon village
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Unfortunately, the abandoned rail yard now is the site of deteriorating structures that have
continued to languish after an evaluation by NHDHR in 2003 found the complex in very poor
condition but still eligible for listing on the National Register because of its importance
statewide. This opinion was reiterated in 2013 as part of an updated evaluation of the multimunicipality Northern Railroad Historic District. Many structures are now without roofs and in
partial collapse. Some resources extant in 2003 have been lost. Most date from the turn of the
century, but include one remaining c. 1850 tenement house in altered condition. The rest that are
extant include the 1890 brick engine house (which replaced the stone round house built in 1848),
c. 1900 sand shed, 1936 bunkhouse, and the 1892/1929 three-span, deck plate girder railroad
bridge over the Connecticut River – the longest of its type in the state. The 1898 depot was
moved in the 1950s a short distance from its original site, and once again in the 2000s a bit
further north to 4 Railroad Avenue. Although altered and adaptively re-used commercially, it has
retained some of its historic materials and has not lost all its integrity.
According to the 2003 Survey form for the Westboro Rail Yard Historic District, the current
continuous deck plate girder railroad bridge on stone abutments and piers over the Connecticut
River was erected at this location in 1892 and "reconstructed" in 1929. It is the third bridge to
connect the two important railroad junctions of West Lebanon and White River Junction. The
first was built in 1848 and designed by Henry R. Campbell, a railroad engineer who may also
have designed as part of the same line the 1848 stone arch railroad bridge listed on the National
Register at Glen Road in West Lebanon. A three-span wood lattice and arch bridge replaced it in
ca. 1870 and was reinforced in 1888 but replaced in 1892 with a steel deck plate girder. The
present 496’ bridge was reconstructed after damage from the devastating 1927 flood.
A few fatal railroad accidents caused by confusion over station names in1907 and 1908, led the
Northern Railroad to give all stations unique names. In 1910, “West Lebanon” became
“Westboro” so as not to be confused with “Lebanon.” Similarly, “East Lebanon” became
“Mascoma.”

Above: Detail of 1889 Norris Birdseye view of West Lebanon showing Main and Maple Streets from
Seminary Hill & Mill/S. Main Street on the left to Tracy on the right; the stone roundhouse of the Westboro
rail yard is in the top center of the view with the railroad bridge to White River Junction

12

Closer detail of 1889 Norris Birdseye view of West Lebanon showing the West Lebanon Rail Yard (later renamed Westboro); Of the structures depicted, only the “East Tenement” – indicated with an arrow - is
extant

c. 1910 post card
showing the present
brick engine house of
the Westboro Rail
Yard and the
predecessor to the
South Main Street
bridge in the
foreground, looking
north (from 2003
Westboro Rail Yard
Survey)

c. 1915 view of the
freight house and
Westboro depot,
looking north (from
2003 Westboro Rail
Yard Survey)
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Left: Undated view of the 1892/1929 Connecticut River, deck plate girder, three-span railroad bridge;
Right: 1961 view of the sand house and sand filler equipment at Westboro Yard. Sand was carried in the
engines and sprayed on the tracks for traction in northern, hilly territory where wet leaves and ice caused
slippage on hills. (Both images from 2003 Westboro Rail Yard Survey)

Detail of 1889 Norris Birdseye view of West Lebanon showing Main Street and Maple Streets north of the
view detail above with the intersection of Bridge and Dana Streets, the wooden vehicular bridge to White
River Junction, and North Main Street farms extending on the right; At the center of the view is the large
Sargent’s Hotel at the Bridge & Main intersection across from its livery stable.

The Norris Birdseye view of West Lebanon, shown in details above, illustrates that as late as
1889 the Maple Street Historic Neighborhood was still fairly open with larger, single family
homes on large lots and farms still in place, especially at the northern end. The large Crafts and
Estabrook Farms were still intact near Main Street. Houses in the neighborhood were clustered
nearer to the southern end and around main intersections. Southern Maple Street and Pleasant
Street were denser and more fully developed during the 19th century as the 1892 Hurd map also
illustrates

14

1892 Hurd map of West Lebanon Village showing the 19th century character of the Downtown & Maple
Street neighborhoods; The concentration of commercial development on Main Street is clustered on the east
side of the street near Tracy Street.
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Post 1848 Residential Housing
Throughout the second half of the 19th century and into the first half of the 20th century, single
and multi-family homes were built in West Lebanon, first along Main Street, Seminary Hill and
the southern end of Maple Street. Farmland was sold and subdivided for the new structures built
among the earlier Greek Revival and few Federal style dwellings in town.
As can be seen on the 1892 West Lebanon
detail map on the page above, Mill Street
(now South Main Street) extended south
along the Connecticut River and connected
West Lebanon Village to the mills and
stores of Butmanville, further south (off the
map) near where the Powerhouse Mall and
confluence of the Mascoma are today (and
in Survey Area 04 – “West Lebanon
Business Area”).
By the later 19th century, the area between
the old King’s Highway and the village
center of West Lebanon was one of intense
commercial and industrial activity,
especially illustrated by the larger 1892 map
at left.

Detail of 1892 Map of Lebanon

The name Butman appears on several properties. The grist mill and sawmill locations as well as
“R.P. Butman” are the water powered mills in the present location of Powerhouse mall and
which may relate to the two older brick structures there. This is the area that became known as
“Butmanville.” Many of the houses that line Mill Street (South Main Street) in the larger map are
still extant, though altered. Mill Street was also one of the main access points to the Westboro
Railyard which dominated the economic life of West Lebanon. At least one of the houses shown
on the map near the northern end of Mill Street (shown on the 1892 West Lebanon village map)
was that of David H. Butman, a carriage maker. By about 1920, the Mill Street/South Main
Street area, like the Maple Street neighborhood, had filled in with many more houses. On South
Main Street, there are small, c.1900 houses with very similar, basic massing and some in groups
of two or three that appear to have been originally identical. The increase in railyard traffic drove
the residential expansion here as elsewhere in West Lebanon. Small closely spaced homes here
housed many railroad employees and others who provided services, like blacksmiths and
16

carpenters. The area of South Main Street today has lost some of the earlier density and most
houses there have been altered to some extent.
Soon after 1900 Crafts Avenue was laid out as possibly the earliest housing subdivision in
Lebanon on farmland owned and developed by George Beyerle who lived on North Main Street.
Originally part of the Craft estate (a large, riverside early 19th century farm), this 30 acre parcel
was sold in 1892 to piano tuner and salesman, George Beyerle. Beyerle, a relative new-comer to
West Lebanon, had a piano shop on Main Street and lived on Pleasant Street. Beyerle subdivided
the parcel into 89 lots and laid it out with new streets north of Bridge Street and between North
Main Street and the Connecticut River. He initiated the development in 1893 by building his own
large home within his new subdivision on North Main Street. He called his house “Glen View”
in reference to a deep ravine nearby that was referred to as “The Glen.”
A c.1894 sales brochure map (Fig. 2) and 1910 plat map (Fig. 3), both in the City files show that
several of the lots were already sold and labeled with lot owner names as early as 1894. The
main street in the new neighborhood was the north-south Crafts Avenue. Originally, between
about 1895 and 1900, the lots along the west side of Crafts Avenue nearer the river were
developed first with 13 large homes built on generous lots. The houses all have about the same
set-back from the public way giving a uniform appearance to the streetscape. The houses were
each unique and represented the breadth of Queen Anne style with some incorporating Italianate
Victorian details, while others are embellished by Shingle, Colonial Revival or Dutch Colonial
features.
At the same time, Beyerle was developing Crafts Avenue in the early 20th century, other new
streets were laid out west of Main Street such as Dana Avenue, Highland Avenue, Mack, Pearl
and Prospect Streets. These new streets created a grid for new housing in the Maple Street
neighborhood which had been almost entirely large single family homes. Many duplexes were
built on the new streets. Most homes were owned or leased by employees of the railroad. These
mostly modest structures, like those on Crafts Avenue and North Main Street, represent
significant architectural trends from the 19th to 20th century in their Queen Anne, Italianate, and
Colonial Revival details.
After World War II, the housing expansion continued, with fewer West Lebanon residents
depending on the railroad and more commuting to Lebanon Center or Hanover for work in
industry, education, health care and emerging high tech businesses. The northern lots of the
Crafts Avenue neighborhood were sold and built on with homes using the typical styles and
forms of the day including Colonial Revival and Mid-Century Modern suburban ranches and
cottages. Similar development occurred in the Maple Street neighborhood with northern
expansion of earlier streets and some new ones but the largest expansion occurred in the
Seminary Hill neighborhood where many new streets were laid off of Seminary Hill creating culde-sac and some connecting new roads lined with modest suburban homes of the 1940s, 1950s
and 1960s.
Transportation
The significant railroad history and resources of West Lebanon are discussed under “1848 To the
Present” above. In addition to rail-related transportation, road-related transportation is a
significant theme associated with West Lebanon. The village evolved as a settlement crossroads
17

at the junction of the White River Turnpikes and the Fourth New Hampshire Turnpike that
extended along Seminary Hill (formerly called Hubbard Hill) to the New Hampshire coast and
Boston. A wooden vehicular toll bridge (for horses and carriages) across the Connecticut was
built in 1802 by the Lyman Bridge Company which operated it until the two towns paid to free
the bridge in 18792. The wooden structure was destroyed by flood in 1896 and replaced by a
three-span steel truss bridge that was also destroyed by flood in 1936. A three-span, riveted truss
bridge was built in 1936 that incorporated two High Pratt trusses and one Warren Pony truss.
This bridge was replaced in 2015 with the present modern highway bridge, the fourth at this
historic crossing.
The southwest corner of Bridge and Main Streets was the site of a tavern for many years, known
as Dana Tavern in the 1700s. Associated livery facilities were also located at this intersection.
During the 19th and early 20th century, a large mansard roofed inn on the southwest corner had a
succession of owners and numerous names, such as the West Lebanon Inn, Sargent's and others.
By the 1950s the inn had been torn down and the corner was dominated by automobile related
structures - a filling station, auto service garage and storage facility. In the 1980s and 1990s, all
historic structures at this corner were demolished to make room for new commercial buildings
including a gas station and convenience store, which continues the historic function of this
corner as a service stop for travelers. A large Victorian residence, the Kibling house, was
demolished on the northwest corner to make way for another gas station and convenience store
in 2001.
During the early decades of the 20th century, gas and service stations were common along Main
Street in West Lebanon though all of these early automotive resources appear to have been
demolished. The former Miller Auto (80 Main Street, now the location of the 2011 Kilton
Library) had a gas station at the corner of Tracy and Main Streets. Sanel Auto Parts (98 Main
Street) was the location of a used car dealership around 1918. A gas station, formerly at 167
North Main Street but now demolished, was built around 1930, on the increasingly important
transportation route to Hanover which became a commuter road in the 1920s when residents of
Lebanon began to motor to work at Dartmouth College and Mary Hitchcock Hospital. Also in
this section of North Main Street (173 North Main, now demolished) was the former Bailey
Brothers auto supply business, which was the oldest auto parts business in Lebanon, founded in
1932 by Clifton and Hugh Bailey. The c. 1930 gas station mentioned above, which was still
extant as a residence when it was surveyed in 1997, had the signature porte cochere of early gas
stations. The residential use of a car-port - the automotive equivalent of the earlier carriage porte
cochere, is found on three homes in the vicinity of the gas station at 146, 148 and 158 North
Main Street, all of which were built around the same time, c. 1930. A c. 1955 former service
station at 25 Main Street and the still operating 1960 brick garage/service station at 38 Railroad
Avenue are still extant and represent the next, mid-century, generation of automotive resources.
Commerce/Trade
In the 1890s, West Lebanon’s Main Street commercial core was a mixture of detached
residences and stores plus a school, hotel and hotel livery. The early 20th century and the growth
2

Peterson, Nadine & Richard Casella, Draft National Register Nomination form for Lebanon New Hampshire
Bridge No. 058/127, also listed as Survey form LEB0324, 2009.
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of the village adapted many of the former residences to commercial and retail uses. Unlike many
New England commercial cores and that of Lebanon Center, West Lebanon downtown did not
replace these structures with brick commercial blocks or further urbanize its business center. The
detached, frame-dominated small scale character of the 19th century is still apparent today as the
majority of the structures in the downtown core blocks of Main Street between Seminary Hill
and Bridge Street are older structures altered or added to. Some have been replaced and there are
visual holes in the streetscape where new buildings have been set back from the street and
service/gas stations were created. A few intact early commercial structures remain and continue
their original function. Defelice Family Furniture (35 Main Street), formerly Kibling's Daylight
Store was built in 1900 as a furniture store. 50 Main Street was built in the 1850s as a store and
is still used that way. For many years, it contained the Red Cross Pharmacy, a well-known
establishment on Main Street that was probably frequented by most residents of town for either
their health care needs, or to visit its soda fountain. The pharmacy was located in 50 Main Street
from the 1870s until the early 1990s. The c. 1930 31 Main Street was built as a store with a
typical commercial facade and parapet fronting a gable roofed building and now contains a
restaurant (Shryl’s Diner). 7 and 21 Main Street are examples of 19th century residences that are
now multi-unit apartment buildings and thus continue residential use in the downtown. The Four
Aces Diner on Bridge Street is a 1950s diner car (found eligible by NHDHR on March 25, 2009)
that is enclosed within a 1986 building but retains its interior integrity.
The large, extended series of buildings at 12 Railroad Avenue, along the former tracks, appear to
have replaced earlier historic storage and freight buildings but the brick 18 Commercial Avenue
and the metal-sided 10 Commercial Avenue, also along the tracks, appear to be older and may be
some of the few remaining commercial/industrial buildings relating to the rail yard.
Industry
Little remains of former thriving industrial activity in West Lebanon except for a few buildings
which housed the operations. Some of the railroad related ones are noted under the “1848 To the
Present,” and “Commerce/Trade” sections above. In the 19th century, there were carriage makers,
blacksmiths, bakers, machinists, shoemakers, soap makers, harness shops, and businesses for the
manufacture of sleigh runners and carriage tops. According to a 2007 Survey by the Preservation
Company of the South Main Street Area, the Butman family owned 18 and 22 South Main from
the late nineteenth century. David H. Butman (b. 1839) was a carriage maker, and 22 South Main
was likely his shop, though altered, and may be one of the only former shops remaining.
One of the most successful industries was that of farrier, Charles Dana, who became known for
manufacturing his patented ear tags that were used by farmers to keep track of sheep and cattle.
Unfortunately the sites of these light, early industries have been lost to demolition or alteration
so that little or nothing remains of the buildings that formerly embodied these enterprises. One of
the few remaining light industrial buildings, a c. 1930 former ice cream factory at 30 Main Street
has been adapted to commercial/office use and has been quite altered though still retains its
trademark parapet. A large sand and gravel operation still operates at the end of Elm Street West
and has auxiliary buildings from the late 20th century.
Government
Each of the historic structures that were located on the west side of Main Street during the 19th
century, which were associated with local, state or federal government, have been replaced with
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modern buildings. The 1973 brick and concrete block fire station (63 Main Street) replaces a
former frame building that for many decades served the town's fire protection needs. The post
office was until recently in a detached 1955, one story building (43 Main Street) though a
number of other buildings on Main Street have housed the town's post office and also served
other functions as apartments and stores. It is currently no longer on Main Street and is now
located on Benning Street in the West Lebanon Business Survey Area (4). The twin-towered 19th
century high school anchored the west side of Main Street until it was demolished in the 20th
century.
Education
Three of the most important current buildings in West Lebanon - the former West Lebanon
Library, Seminary Hill School, and the new Kilton Library - are associated with education. The
former West Lebanon Library (57 Main Street), a Colonial Revival building built in 1908, is one
of the most distinguished structures in the project area. The library was sold to a private owner
when the new, Kilton Library was built in 2011 across Main Street (80 Main Street).
Seminary Hill School (20 Seminary Hill) is another good example of the institutional Colonial
Revival style, and is significant for its historic associations with education since it was built in
originally 1854 as the Tilden Female Seminary. It served as the New Hampshire, and later
Rockland, Military Academy in the 1880s through 1914. It was remodeled in 1915 to serve as
the West Lebanon High School to address overcrowding in the High School on Main Street. It
was remodeled again after fire in 1940. Since the West Lebanon High School merged with the
Lebanon High School in 1962, the building has been used for various purposes by the school
district including an elementary school and district offices.
A fourth property, the former Estabrook School (101 Maple Street), was built c. 1937 as the
school for the Seventh Day Adventist Church next door, and is an example of an educational
facility serving the varied populace of Lebanon during its continued growth due to the impact of
the railroad. It is now a multi-family residence.
Religion
The oldest and most stylistically significant ecclesiastical structures in the project area are the
Greek Revival style West Lebanon Congregational Church designed by Moses Wood, and its
parsonage; both were built on Maple Street in 1849 on land donated by Oren Hubbard. In 1936
the Seventh Day Adventist Church, a Colonial Revival style building, was constructed at the
north end of Maple Street. The church at 99 Maple Street is now owned by Providence
Presbyterian. The Mid-Century Modern style Holy Redeemer Catholic Church, was built in 1961
at 38 Maple Street to replace the Catholic Church once on the west side of Main Street. Itis no
longer used as a church. Its rectory was a former, c. 1929, single family dwelling at 8 Prospect
Street West. The Olivet Baptist Church is located at a c. 1987 building at 44 Maple Street. For a
time it operated out of the old rail depot when it was moved to Railroad Avenue.
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NEIGHBORHOOD GROWTH
Maple Street (indicated by arrow) was an early street in the neighborhood and on the 1860 map
shown below was started from Seminary Hill on the south end and extended north to Tracy
Street, which connected to Main Street. Between Seminary Hill and Tracy Streets there was one
intersection at the 1849 Congregational Church where Church Street on the west connected to
Main Street and Pleasant Street on the east connected to a cemetery.
At that time, there were 16 households
shown including the Congregational
Parsonage.
Along the east side of Maple Street:
- R. Lund Esq. (Attorney)
- Rev. R. Case in the parsonage
- J. R. Morris
- S. Wood
- D. Richardson (Depot Master or Supt.
RR in 1850)
- H. Barrett
- Mrs. Edminster (housekeeper)
- A. Bacon (carpenter/joiner)
There were no houses on the west side
suggesting that the Main Street lots were
quite deep.
On Pleasant Street the Congregational
Church is shown occupying the south
side. On the north side:
- S. Griffin (farmer in 1850)
- J. Wood (day laborer)
- H. Carter (teamster)
- G. B. Tracy (carpenter)
On Tracy Street G.B. Tracy is the only
house shown on the south side. On the
north side are:
- Bickford (farm laborer)
- Mrs. Osgood (housekeeper, son is RR
fireman)
- J. Lovejoy

We can see some of the homes on that 1860 map in the very early photo of West Lebanon and in
the 1889 Birdseye view.
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Detail of the earliest known photo of West Lebanon, c. 1870-80, Courtesy Lebanon Historical
Society
The character of the area and neighborhood in the photo above shows that while the railroad
activity created a hub near the river the hill above where Maple Street and Pleasant Street are
were still open and Seminary Hill was still being farmed above the village. Indeed several of the
residents in the neighborhood in the 1860 and 1870 censuses are listed as farmers or farm labor
while others work for the railroad or are tradesmen, domestic workers, or professionals.

Demographics & Development of the Maple Street Neighborhood: Who has
lived there?
1850 Census:
Farmers
Farm Laborers
Brickmakers
Millers
Toolmakers

1860 Census:
RR Engineers, Conductors, Firemen,
Brakemen, & Agents
Machinists & toolmakers
Farmers & Farm Laborers
Carpenter/Joiners
Store Clerks
Millers

By examining census records, it is apparent that well over half the households of the
neighborhood have a connection to the railroad especially after 1880. The denizens of the
neighborhood include skilled and unskilled workers for the railroad as well as conductors and
engineers and managers. Amongst them are the homes of other business people who serve the
residents such as shop keepers, laundry owners, and hotel managers. However, there are many in
the service trades as well including the many women working as domestics and clerks, men as
teamsters and carpenters. The effect of the railroad is really seen in the increased development in
the 1880 to 1930 period.
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1889 Burleigh Birds-Eye View map of West Lebanon, NH & White River Junction, VT

1889 Burleigh Birds-Eye View detail of Maple street neighborhood
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On the 1889 Burleigh Birds-Eye View above, Dana Street was built, extending west from the
Bridge Street and Main Street intersection. Maple Street was extended beyond Dana Street as the
neighborhood grew with large single family homes of the late 19th century. By 1892 these were
documented on the Hurd Map showing property owners.
The Maple Street Neighborhood residents on the 1892 Hurd map shown at left are:
Maple Street:
- A.E. Bean
- Congregational Parsonage
- D. W. Marston
- Mrs. S. W. Thurber
- Mrs. D. Hinckley (Wid.; Flour Dlr)
- H. G. Wood (Ret. Farmer & RR
Oper.)
- A. Bacon
- Misses A.A. & M.J. Tilden
- S. H. Tilden (Bookkeeper)
- C. B. Edminster
- A.S. Eaton (Marble Wrker)
- C. B. Drake (Druggist)
- W. Gates est. (farmer -1860)
…and north of Dana Street:
- J. R. Sargent
- A.C. Hurlbutt (RR Engineer)
- Miss M. P. Cobb
- O.S. Hix

Pleasant Street:
- A. Bacon (Carpenter)
- C. A. Bacon (carpenter)
- H. Oban
- O. W. Burnap
- G. W. Currier
- Mrs. T. E. Freeman
- P. Ward (Train Dispatch.)
- G. Carver
- A.D. Burnham (RR Boss)
- W. Turner

Tracy Street:
- O. A. Taft
- W. Merchant
- C. M. Colburn
- G. S. Bayley
- W. H. Baldwin
- H. French (Paper gobber
[sic])

Professions from the 1880 census are indicated where available.
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Dana Street:
- H. McDonnell
- T. McNamara

Left: 1892 Hurd Map detail with direction of the c. 1880 view (below)
indicated
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Neighborhood Growth
in 20th Century
With the continued growth
of the West Lebanon railroad
business in the 20th century,
demand for more housing led
to the subdivision of large
lots, the creation of new
streets between older ones,
and increased construction of
new homes including many
duplexes in a neighborhood
that had been mostly single
family homes. Census
records also show an
increased number of homes
in which boarders were
living.
Above: 1908 USGS MAP; Below left: 1912 Sanborn map; Below right: 1924 Sanborn map with new streets
and homes highlighted in red

The two Sanborn Fire Insurance maps above show the development of the neighborhood from
1912 to 1924 with the new additions highlighted in red. Prospect Street was created with four
new homes connecting Highland Avenue and Dana Street. The northern extension of Maple
Street and Pearl Street were further developed with several new houses. North Main Street was
also starting to develop with a new street west of North Main Street and new houses.
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Areas of growth in the early
20th century
Left: Prospect Street view:
Right: View of north end of
Maple Street

Left: 1924 Sanborn Map and Right: 1949 update of the same map showing highlighted in red new streets and
residences

20th century Demographics: Who lived there?
1916 Directory:
Teamster
RR Engineers, Conductors, Firemen,
Brakemen, Trainmen, Laborers, &
Yardmen
Grocer
Steam Laundry proprietor
Barber
College students
Carpenters
Factory Manager

1954 Directory
Small Home-Businesses in the Residential
Maple Street Neighborhood
-Harrison Clapper, Ice Dealer, 14 Green
Street
-William Dubuque, Storage, 12 Maple Street
-French’s Gardens, florists, 17 Pleasant
Street (photo below)
-Samuel E. Lamotte, Furniture Repairer, 12
Pleasant Street
-Doris Beauty Shop, 7 Church Street
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By the 1960s the neighborhood was largely as fully developed as it is today.

Aerial 1963
Red circle shows
Maple Street
neighborhood

West Lebanon in 1960 -Map from Robert Hayes Leavitt’s Lebanon New Hampshire
in Pictures.
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Sledding down
Church Street
around 1912,
historic photo
courtesy
Lebanon
Historical
Society

Did you know?
The brick school on Seminary Hill, built originally as the Tilden Female Academy in 1854, has
served many students under many institutions. From 1915 to 1962 it became the West Lebanon
High School.
DID YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY GO TO SCHOOL THERE?

There was a large Nursery at the end of Pleasant Street – French’s Gardens
DO YOU REMEMBER IT?
The Estabrook School near the end of Maple Street was built in 1937 as the Seventh Day
Adventist School. Teachers and the principal lived next door.
DID YOU OR SOMEONE IN YOUR FAMILY GO TO SCHOOL THERE?

In 1961 the strikingly modern Holy Redeemer Church was built on Maple Street, designed by
Edward Lewis of Fleck and Lewis Architects.
DID YOU WORSHIP THERE?
HOW DID FOLKS REACT TO THE DESIGN AMONGST THE OLDER HOUSES OF THE
NEIGHBORHOOD?
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Architectural Composition of the Maple Street Historic Neighborhood
West Lebanon is an urban/suburban section of Lebanon in a west central region of the city,
bordering the Connecticut River and Vermont. It was one of the earliest sections of town to be
settled and was used for farming, water-powered industry, and general commerce until the
coming of the railroad in 1848. While a few pre-railroad buildings exist that exemplify the
colonial vernacular, Greek Revival, and Gothic Revival styles, the overwhelming character of
the downtown and especially the residential neighborhoods is that of post-railroad construction
representing all the major styles of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These include Italianate,
Queen Anne, Eastlake, High Victorian Gothic, Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival,
Craftsman, Bungalow and American Foursquare. The downtown, most pf the Maple Street
neighborhood and the southern portion of the Crafts avenue neighborhood were all fairly well
built-out by World War II. However the growth in West Lebanon continued postwar and into the
later 20th century by expanding outward and infilling new streets off main thoroughfares largely
outside the Maple Street neighborhood. The later development included Estabrook Circle,
(1950s), the northern portion of Crafts Avenue area (1940s-1960s), and several single-street
developments off Seminary Hill such as Orcutt Avenue (1940s-1960s), Whitcomb Avenue
(c.1950s), and Batchelder Avenue (1950-1965).
Just south of the Maple Street Historic Neighborhood area is what may be the earliest surviving
house in Lebanon – the 1765 Dana House, an early, simple cape at 31 Elm Street West
(LEB0003, determined eligible for the New Hampshire register but not yet for the national
register by NHDHR on 10/13/2004). The house was originally on the 100-acre Dana farm along
the Connecticut River in the present South Main Street area and was relocated in 1988 to its
present location by the Lebanon Historical Society. The few surviving pre-railroad homes in
West Lebanon include a Federal/Greek Revival style farmhouse remaining on North Main Street
and a few Greek Revival homes.
Examples of Greek Revival style in the Maple Street neighborhood include side hall plan houses
at 15 & 23 Tracy 22 & 26 Maple Street and 6 Pleasant Street. A non-residential example is the
Greek Revival style Congregational Church, designed in 1849 by Moses Wood at 18 Maple
Street – now altered.

Left: 22 Maple Street;
Center: 26 Maple Street
Right: 6 Pleasant Street
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Left: 18 Maple (Congregational Church); Center: Gothic Revival style 19 Maple; Right: Gothic Revival style
26 Pleasant Street

A c.1850 Gothic Revival house, though expanded and altered, is 19 Maple Street with a very
steep gable wall dormer centered on the façade. 15 Pleasant Street is a Gothic Revival Style
house with multiple steep eave wall dormers Another once high style Gothic Revival house at 26
Pleasant Street has steeply peaked dormers containing tear drop shaped recessed porches and
adorned with scrolled barge boards. Shown on the 1889 Birdseye view and labeled W. Turner on
the 1892 map, it has been altered and is now surrounded by the 1975 Village Green
development. A fine example of Italianate style is the c. 1860 33 Maple Street with a shallow
hipped roof, scroll-bracketed cornice, heavy label window lintels and a double leaf door with
arched glazed panels.
Left: Italianate style 33 Maple

Street; Center: Queen Anne style 61 Maple Street; Right: Victorian Style 22-24 Tracy Street

The post-Railroad boom development is best represented by the many homes built in the 1880s –
1910 that expanded the Maple Street neighborhood added several homes in the Queen Anne,
Italianate Victorian, and Victorian Gothic styles with features such as corner towers, ornate bay
windows, bracketed nearly flat roofs, and decorative vergeboards and porch detailing, Examples
in the Maple Street neighborhood are 47 & 61 Maple Street, 22-24 Tracy Street, and 7 Pleasant
Street. Another expression of the intense housing boom of the turn of the 20th century are the
many duplexes including a notable number on Dana Street.
Shingle style and Craftsman/Bungalow style homes from the
1910s-1930s are found throughout the Maple Street
neighborhood. Good examples of modest and small Bungalow
homes include 26 Dana Street, 6 Pearl Street, 12 Pearl Street,
and 11 Highland Avenue.
Craftsman cottage at 12 Pearl Street
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Left: Bungalow at 26 Dana Street; Center: Foursquare Duplex 16-18 Dana Street; Right: Bungalow Style 84
Maple Street

There are Dutch Colonial style homes ranging from c.1900 to just
prior to World War II and include several Colonial Revival
American Four Squares; as well as early suburban ranch and
cottage types. Colonial Revival American Four Squares include 6
Prospect Street, and c. 1900 duplexes at 16-18 Dana and 7-9
Highland Avenue. Dutch Colonial examples include 14 Mack
Avenue (c. 1912) and 5 Timothy Avenue (c. 1940).
6 Prospect Street

Left: A new house at 14 Mack Avenue about 1915 & (Right) the same house currently
Mack Avenue was likely laid out shortly before this house was constructed in the very early 20th century.

Colonial Revival
Foursquare duplex at 79 Highland at left;
Dutch Colonial Style 5
Timothy right

The housing expansion in West Lebanon continued after World War II with many new streets
added or existing streets extended such as Mack Avenue or Crafts Avenue, plus infill on existing
streets. This housing represents the styles of the mid-20th century in suburban ranch and cottage
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form. Many of these served commuters to Hanover and elsewhere and so typically featured an
attached or detached garage. Mack Avenue, which had started with homes from the 1910s
through 1940, extended after World War II with new homes using the Dutch Colonial, Colonial
Revival and cottage types typical of national home catalogs. Timothy Avenue which had a few
homes from c. 1940, continued to develop into the 1950s with good examples of suburban ranch
and cottages, several executed in brick.
In addition to the large collection of residential architecture in the Maple Street neighborhood,
the institutional Mid-Century Modern style is represented by the former Holy Redeemer Catholic
Church at 38 Maple Street designed by architect Edward Lewis of Fleck & Lewis and by the
altered 1952 Mt. Lebanon Elementary School.
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Documentary Study of Pleasant Street
A closer look at Pleasant Street and lower Maple Street through the lens of historic maps, a
Birdseye view, and an historic photograph illustrate how fully developed the southern portion of
the neighborhood was by 1892 and how intact the architecture remains today
Top: Detail of 1860 map
Middle: Maple & Pleasant Street
detail of c. 1880 photograph,
looking northwest from S
Seminary Hill
Bottom: Detail of 1892 map
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South & Part of North sides of Pleasant Street : Then & Now

Pleasant Street detail of 1889 Birdseye View of West Lebanon, looking southwest

26 Pleasant Street [c. 1865-70] in 1889 view and currently; 20 Pleasant Street [c. 1880] in 1889 view & currently

16 Pleasant Street [c. 1875] in 1889 view and currently;

10 Pleasant Street [c. 1865] in 1889 view & currently

17 Pleasant Street [c. 1850] (rear only visible) in 1889 view;

Left: 19 Pleasant Street [c. 1850] (rear only visible) in 1889 view & currently;
Right: 6 Pleasant Street [c.1850-60] on 1889 view & currently
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Part of Maple Street & North side of Pleasant Street: Then & Now

Parsonage & Congregational Church [184in c. 1880 view & currently

23 Maple Street (side view) in c. 1880 view & currently

23 Maple Street front

7 Pleasant Street [c. 1875-80] in c. 1880 view & currently

(Left) 13 Pleasant Street [c. 1870-80] (roof only visible behind) in c. 1880 view & currently
(Right) 15 Pleasant Street [c.1865-70] (edge of barn only visible) in c. 1880 view & currently
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Conclusion
The Maple Street Neighborhood is significant in many of the major themes of Lebanon:
architecture, religion, education, and residential expansion and development. There is a fairly
good degree of architectural integrity especially on Pleasant Street for the 19th century buildings
and parts of Dana for early 20th century homes. The neighborhood is a collection of homes and
an arrangement of tree-lined streets that conveys the needs and preferences of the emerging
middle class in Lebanon. Initially this was a walkable neighborhood with attached carriage barns
or stables whose residents worked nearby in the rail yards of West Lebanon or White River
Junction or other businesses there as managers, engineers, clerks, shopkeepers, and highlyskilled railroad workers. Later, the small houses with small garages of the mid-20th century were
added to serve the needs of a new middle class that could afford a car to commute to neighboring
towns for employment in the hospitals, schools and industries that came to replace the railroads
in local economic importance. This architectural legacy expresses the changing economy and
demographics of West Lebanon.

Applicable NHDHR Historic Context(s)
• Religion in New Hampshire, 1623-present
•
•
•

The Railroads in NH, 1842-1960
Elementary and Secondary education, 1770-present
Suburban/bedroom Community Growth in New Hampshire, c. 1850-present
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